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Having learned early on to
have a hearty laugh instead
of crying, Christi just tries
to roll with the punches.
She juggles the normal
mothering mania of laundry,
dishes, dust and dinner,
and shows off by shuttling
the mom van to soccer
practices, fetching forgotten
homework and not flipping
out over last-minute science
fair madness. As a mother
of three kids (ages 10-15)
each with different
struggles, she refuses to
allow a diagnosis to define
them. With mental illnesses
and learning disorders, life
is a constant struggle
behind the front door no
one sees. In Will Settle for
Chocolate, she promises to
unlock the door and invite
you in for a visit. It's not
always pretty, but it's real.
It's life.
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Read more from blogger
Christi Campbell.

Posted by Christi on Oct 22, 13 at 2:53
pm
You have no comments to approve.

My life, the one I live on a daily
basis, it’s a bit nutty. Anyone who
knows me would laugh as this is
severely understated. The one thing
that is never understated, however,
is my need for chocolate. It’s not a
craving, here, people; it’s a daily
prescription for my sanity. Honest!

Take this morning…  The boy-child
was ready early for school. That sounds fantastic, but what that really
means is that he is ready and actively able to annoy sisters all morning
long. He’s 10. ‘Nuff said. 

Boy-child runs around annoying his sisters, stirring up the dogs and
making our morning routine a bit of a ruckus. The girls, ages 13 and a
month shy of 15 both are in full meltdown mode for multiple facts. A.)
Laundry did not magically do itself.  (I’m mean and make them do their
own laundry so they can be self-sufficient adults later in life)  B.)
Someone, aka the annoying little brother, is taking too long in the
bathroom doing nothing in particular. And C.) Hair is not cooperating
with the desired style of the day.  It’s tragic and life changing stuff. 
Seriously.  It is, so I’m told.

This is a normal and typical day. It’s truly a no-big-deal-it’s-gonna-be-
fine kinda daily life sorta thing. It’s teenagers-and-a-household-full-of-
chaos kinda thing. 

Then our personal goofiness begins to twist it up. The boy is sitting on
the couch in a somewhat forced manner. Not quite a time-out, but a,
"Calm-down-before-Mom-loses-her-cool" kinda thing. The dogs are
running amok and one jumps up on the couch, turns to the boy and
pukes all over him. It’s not a little bit; it’s a crazy lot for a little dog.
Suddenly we are not ready early for school; we are going to run late. 
It’s five minutes before the bus comes. There are clothes to change, a
boy to wash, a couch to clean, mess on the floor and all those puky
clothes. He’s traumatized to boot. It’s hairy but it’s not abnormal. Not
really.

The girls are battling it out and one is storming around slamming
things. Lunch money is an afterthought and breakfast was not even a
consideration. One slams herself into her room and the other storms
out. Somehow we’ve managed to get two out the door to the bus just in
the last seconds of the squeaky bus wheels grinding to a halt and its
loud exhale coincides with mine. I’m weary and it’s just now 7a.m.

The third child you ask? Why is she not on a bus too? Well the 4th and

7th graders both ride a morning bus. The freshman in high school is
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