Merry Merry Christmas 2011

2011 - A year of huge growth and strengthening faith muscles
Where do we even start? This year Derek and I marked
15 years of marriage, celebrated a full year for Derek at
his job, became parents of a teenage daughter, a huge
growth spurt for Allison of 3 shoe sizes in 6 months, and
Drake lost many teeth which made for crazy pictures and
lots of giggles.
It was also a year where Derek and I have leaned on each
other in ways we’ve never have needed to, looked for
answers, and ultimately turned to God to for holy wisdom
on many fronts ranging from health issues to parenting.
It’s exhausting just thinking back over our year.
I won’t make this a list of the medical travels, but
updating you with a few things will help you know where
we are. It’s hard to talk about this year without touching
on it, no matter how much I’d rather skip over it.
We’ve worked all year on finding answers to a host of
problems I’d been having. In May I was diagnosed with
Chiari Malformation. In a nutshell it means my brain is
quite literally too big for my skull. Yep, I have a big head
- not a surprise to some of you! :-) But seriously,
debilitating migraines and chronic headaches are the main
concerns and, as of now, it’s not a good option to do the
brain surgery. We continue to pray for answers and are
working on medicine cocktails that will help me function
better (and give me back some of my prior self). I’ve
been unable to work since April and we’ve found it to be
a hard pill to swallow. I wont lie about that part.
Happily this year also been exciting. For me it has been
the beginning of my “professional” writing career, if you
can call it that, with many stories published in FTW
Parenting Magazine and the http://moms.fortwayne.com

magazine/website. I have had many new readers to my
blog at http://ditchingthemasks.wordpress.com and am
praying God will continue to use me even from my corner
of the living room, at our desk, and by being the best
mom and wife I can be as my good days allow.
What about kids you ask? They’ve grown!! Lindsey
turned 13 and is now in 7th grade, Allison is following
close behind at 11 yrs and in 5th, with Drake rounding the
pack out at 8 yrs and in 2nd grade. Are we even old
enough to have kids this age? Wait, don’t answer that!
What we have learned is this... everyday matters. Each
hour spent with our kids is a gift and we treasure it.
Family is more important than anything. Before we
know it these kids will be moving forward onto their own
families. No amount of money can buy this time back.
We’ve learned that the blessings are in each day if you
look for them. In our trials this year, we found that
sometimes the biggest blessings have come when we
weren’t looking for them. They’ve come in the shape of
freely shed tears, stolen laughter past bedtime, a pile of
leaves with kids up to their noses in them, $2 worth of
new goldfish, and the memories we made while doing
mundane things like errands and chores.
Our love and prayers go out to you, your family and
loved ones, and we hope you get the chance to hold them
tight and remember the reason for the season this year.
Jesus loves you, even on days you aren’t lovable. It’s
amazing. Let His unseen blessings roll over you. They’re
there. Promise. God bless you richly in the coming year!

-The Campbell Family

